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and a few miles beyond, to see if he could find anybody to
fight, and then, finding none, went into camp at Chewalla,
where he busied himself fora time with putting railroad
rolling stock in order for the use of the army.

And  now  Halleck dispersed the great  army he had
gathered.    He sent Buell and his troops toward Chatta-
nooga, and Pope to Missouri; while Grant with a fragment
was  to  remain  in  command in Western Tennessee and
Northern   Mississippi.      Halleck   himself had intended
doubtless to pursue his march southward to the Gulf of
Mexico, hoping to free the Mississippi as he went, for Far-
ragut had already opened the mouth of that river.    This
was a magnificent programme, but the energy of the Rebel
government   had   materially disarranged  it.     Jefferson
Davis became  furiously angry with Beauregard for his
defeats at Shilon and Corinth, and removed him from com-
mand, putting Bragg in his place.    At the same time con-
scription enormously swelled the Rebel ranks.    McClel-
lan's movements in Virginia did not seem to secure Wash-
ington.    He, moreover, was soon removed and  Halleck
was called   from   the West to take his place.    This left
Grant in command in Tennessee.   Buell as ordered, hur-
ried toward  Chattanooga.    But Bragg was there before
him, and fortified.    Not only that, but he gathered such an
army as was a menace to Kentucky and Ohio,    Buell re-
treated, and  more  troops had to be taken from Grant's
array to support him.    This depletion of his forces made
it impossible for Grant to continue the southward march.
But his stern tenacity of purpose held him where he was,
keeping an unyielding grip, though against great odds, on
all that had thus far been gained,

On June gfh, Sherman set out for Grand Junction, an
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